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Hello there, welcome to Birmingham Soundwaves, the newsletter keeping you informed
on Sounds Alternative and other free radio stations both locally and nationally,

We provide accurate information and news, and we hope that you will find the first
edition interesting.

Sounds Alternative is an alternative radio station operating twice monthly on
Sundays from 10.00 a.m. on 255 meters, however the current broadcasting restrictions
that apply in the U.K. regrettably make us illegal, however our broadcasting creates
no interference to anyone as we transmit on a clear una located channel of 1179 KHz,
254 meters medium wave with transmitter power of 80 watts,

Sounds Alternative believe in a policy of contemporary album music, a format ignored
by the majority of legal IBA and BBC local radio stations., Here in Birmingham we
most likely have the worst local radio stations in the country in BRIB and radio W.M
BBC radio W.M. have the lowest audience figures in the country for a local radio
station while BRME's listening audience has been dropping dramatically. Here at
Sounds Alternative it is not our intention to compete with the likes of BHIB, but to
provide an alternative radio service for you the listener,
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By, way of background it was back in October 1979 that several members of the pirate
radio station Radio Free Birmingham left that station to form a pro fessional radio
station broadcasting rock and reggae music in Birmingham , this was the birth of
Sounds Alternative., After several tests in December 1980 broadcasts were in March
1981 on a twice monthly basis. This alternative source of listening became most
popular not only in Birmingheam but also with listeners in the Black Country, Telford,
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Stafford, Derby, Oxford and even Cambridge. In addition to the medium wave service
am FM service to Walsall was started on 94.2 11Hz which proved most popular with
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listeners in that area; as popularity increacsed so did the work load, which meant
dncing the medium wave service to bank holidays only, although the FM side of the

continued to thriv reggae staff left the
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hout 1982 the bank holiday medium
plans were made to operate a three
warat oduced by a pirate radio station

in the midlands. Reports re, lancashire and West Germany I
After letting in 1983 with ued on Dbank holidays and as new
members of staff joined,t spread more evenly and some new
broadcast sites Dbecame available, ing that Birminghams number one free radio
station was now in the position to resume medium wave services on alternate Sundays
which we are operating at present.

Sounds Alternative is a non profi ,
financial backing, apart from that provided by the on al
Keith Rogers, Rick Marks, Steve Dunne, Dave Marshall, Andy Duncan,

and Peter Knight. If vou feel that you can help us in any way plea

We depend on listeners help and support for our success, and Sounds Alternative
thanks you for your continued support. Sounds Alternative conlinUeSesececessee

meking radio station, we receive 1ittl
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Campaign News

The newly formed Community Radio Association (CRA) are busy supporting groups
who wish to set up non profit making, democratically controlled radio stations,
and are oampa@ning for the removal of legal obstac les which stand in their way.

Four research groups have been set up in order to complete evidence for licence
applications. Campaign plans have to be completed shortly in order to submit
plans to the Home Office for con ideration of community radio development before
February 1984, due to B.B.C/I.B.A demands on the radio spectrum. The C.R.A

has until christmas to assemble it case.

The research groups &are:i-

1 Licence Applications;
S5 - ~r .« . . . I ] { N\ -
TNorman Mc Leod 25 Ditching Rise Brighton BNT 4QL (0273) 671928
2 Hegulation, supervision and resolving local conflicts;
John Gray 13 Comely Bank Row Edinburgh EHA IEA 031 3%2 8270
3 Publicity and information;
Simon Partridge 92 Huddleston Road London N7 0% 01 263 6692
A )
- 4

Finance; membership individuals £5.,00/ £2.50 unwaged/ £10,00 for groups
I ‘ ‘ QL 01 667 2457

ormatlion

=

A11 are invited to reguestor supply in

ting; Sunday 25 September a2t St. Thomas Centre Ardwick Green North
r Y ,

In respe L 1 compiled a queztionnaire
and guid e D in ezted g a plication for a Community
Radio operation in thelr area. Please write in for these very useful documents
now., For further information contact N lMcleod or F Garner 37a Park Crescent

B righton BN2 3BH  (0273) 605147



somthing stirange io
g from many
11 ers shaking
nce they now realirsed that
o0 resume broaqcastlnb.
Several of the daily rewspapers and t,v, staticns gave a 1ot of puhlizity
to the return of europss most popular pir te station,and so we all esgerly
zwaited  for ithe first bout of crackles & whistles,
On Saturday August 20th at noon,after several days of testing Caroline
returned on 310m Qr7VYz(announced on 2s 319m>.
Broadcasting from the m.v.Imagine,formelly the Ross Revenge withs its
300 foot antenna and its powerfull S0kilowatt tx used at half power,
The first snnouncer wvas a rather dreary Torm Anderson w ith a very low
key launch and a look back at 20 years of music,
Caroline was back,but was it wortn the wait 7.
Listeners expecting the olﬁ :1bum based formet may be disapointed to
hear the Caroline playlist of a mixture of album oldies,contemvary singles
~
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occaisional soul & disco trac<s prlus reggae misic.All tracks are played

Z or four in a row and back announced with very little talk tetween

recorcs and upuntil the end of Beptember had not aried adverti

c
davs a week 0700 until 0200nhrs wit!
t n

Radio Caroline t“amsvzt 7
Tom Anderson & Simon Barre
ng ths breakfast show T
Rotin Ross{who worked g

-Tore the ship was
h p Placx
osedown slot.
Reception in B'ham is geherally weak or non existant lets hope That
the planned tresnsmitter increase in Bctober fo H50kw with improve
signal smrexghk strength dramatically,i should hope so .

According to & reliable source Thr Ceroli za re conducting
audimnce listeners surveys in the Souht,France & Be giun, planning
a transmitter increase from October first and are opening an office
in Monte Carlo to handle advertising,
t

Sounds Alternztive 255m 1179 khz Alternate Sundays fror

Curremt on azir stagf;Keith Rogers,Fobd Bartor,Dave ¥archzll,Rick Marks
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Mternative Airwaves

Other free radio stations in and around the area:-

E.S.T Radio, 94,3 IMHz FM, every Sunday 1100am - 1400pm., target area, mainly South
Birmingham with an album music format.

Address :- Box 943, 190 llonument Road, kdgbaston, Birmingher B16 8UU

County Radio, (announced 94.4 IMHz Fil), actual frequency 94.1 = 94.4 (arifts),
target area, the Black Country every Sunday from1600 or 1800pm to 2300pm with a
format of top 40 and oldies. County created interference to LST over the last
bank holiday due to an extended schedule, County broadcast on 226 meters medium
wave on bank holidays,.

Address :- P.0., Box 319, Edenbridge, Kent.

Please note that adeguate reception of an Fil Free Radio station can be difficult

on certain FM transistor radios, when listening on a portable, extend and rotate
telescopic antenna to obtain best reception.
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